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CHILDREN’S WEEK 
Statement 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [6.17 pm]:  Next week is Children’s Week in Western 
Australia and I want to put on record my thanks to those people who have been involved in Children’s Week, 
which begins this Sunday.  In particular, I acknowledge the work that Meerilinga has done under the 
chairmanship of Pat O’Sullivan who established that organisation, and the work that Sue Burton, the chief 
executive officer, is currently doing.  I take this opportunity, especially as this week we have farewelled the 
Governor and his wife, to place on record my deep appreciation for the outstanding work that Lorraine 
Sanderson has done in her capacity as patron of Children’s Week and her other efforts for children’s 
organisations in this state.  She has been an outstanding ambassador and patron for many organisations to do 
with children.  She will be sadly missed.  I would like Lorraine to take our very best wishes from Western 
Australia with her.  The current chairperson for Western Australian Children’s Week is Ruth Reid, the previous 
Governor’s wife, and sadly we will not have the benefit of Lorraine or Lieutenant General John Sanderson in 
Western Australia to continue the good work that they have done in their roles as Governor and the wife of the 
Governor.  It is my privilege tonight to pay tribute to them. 

The other issue that I wish to raise tonight, albeit briefly, is to do with children because I think Children’s Week 
is an opportunity for us as a community and as a Parliament to appraise our record on children’s issues.  It is an 
opportunity that I am sure will be taken up during the week to highlight some of the wonderful activities that 
have been established for children and their abilities, strengths and leadership qualities.  There will be a 
recognition ceremony in this Parliament on Thursday next week for children’s leaders, and I will attend a 
recognition ceremony at the Western Australian Cricket Association ground next Wednesday to acknowledge 
outstanding leaders in children’s areas. 

However, what I want to say this evening is a sad reflection on a government that talks about its commitment to 
children but does little to help children move forward.  “Move forward” is a favourite term of this government.  
It appears that every government media statement says “but we are moving forward”.  I suggest that this state is 
moving backwards when it comes to the government providing therapeutic intervention for children.  Indeed, 
one indicator that tells me that is contained in a report on the north metropolitan region of this state that was 
commissioned in 2003.  That indicator is the early development index, which is a Canadian model for measuring 
five domains of children’s development - that is, their social competence; emotional maturity; language and 
cognitive skills; physical health and wellbeing; and communication skills and general knowledge.  The EDI 
reflects the influence of experience of the first to five years of life.  The results of the behavioural checklist are 
combined to develop an index for a suburb.  The reason I go back to 2003 and refer to this early development 
index is that in the past week in the Parliament I asked the Minister for Health to give me an indication of the 
number of children on waiting lists for therapeutic interventions.  I can say nothing except that there are 
thousands of children waiting for therapeutic interventions in this state.  I do not exaggerate.  The Minister for 
Health said, after publication of a paper recently in this city, that I was exaggerating.  I will reflect on some 
figures I was given, after earlier this year getting an answer from the minister about the number of weeks 
children had to wait for certain therapies.  I have added them up.  In this state 3 556 children are on waiting lists 
for speech therapy; 1 396 to see a paediatrician; 1 830 for occupational therapy; and the list goes on.  I do not 
intend to take the Parliament’s time.  I just indicate that I have added up all these figures and they are alarming 
and a disgrace.  If we were to take any note of the research done in the north metropolitan region and link the 
figures I was given this week by the minister, we would see that at least 25 per cent of children in that region 
were identified with mental illness needs, speech therapy needs and other needs.  What figures for the north 
metropolitan region were delivered in this Parliament last week?  In that region 116 children from 0 to 12 years 
of age are on waiting lists to see a paediatrician; 1 117 to see a speech pathologist; and 631 for occupational 
therapy.  The link between those rates and the research that was conducted in 2003, which identified nodes and 
suburbs in the north metropolitan region that were in dire straits, is very clear.  The research was conducted by 
preprimary teachers who are trained to examine children on the five competencies and the report was instituted 
by the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research. 

I refer now to an article in The West Australian headed “Dire Warning for the Future of WA Children”.  This 
Minister for Health has done nothing about the thousands of children in this state who are waiting for therapeutic 
intervention, and he says that I am exaggerating.  Today at least 6 000 children are waiting for intervention.  
Professor Stanley spoke ahead of the release of the metropolitan region early development index survey of 4 300 
children conducted by the North Metropolitan Health Service.  The article reports Professor Stanley as saying - 

. . . the study confirmed her worst fears that a lot of children were arriving at school already 
disadvantaged and had unprecedented levels of social, health and educational problems.   
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“The use of this very important index shows that this is a whole new scene we’re observing and we’re 
seeing an early phenomenon of very young children with problems that will affect them for their whole 
life. 

As all members know - I have said it enough times - the early years are critical in the development of children.  
Their later competencies are developed from and based on their early competencies.  If they fail in the early 
years, they will fail later.  This government is a disgrace.  The Minister for Health should hang his head in shame 
for the dereliction of his duty regarding the long waiting lists for these children. 
 


